Grade 8- Directives for Writing- Ms. Hofmann
*Used for Essay Writing
I. Directions for creating an Introduction Paragraph for an Essay:

· Student will provide an Attention Grabber to grab the reader’s attention. (This could be in the form of a question, short story, quote, or background information on the topic)
· Student will provide a Thesis Statement. (see formula below)
THESIS= TOPIC SENTENCE/or YOUR POSITION + REASONS (3 or more)
**FYI- 
· When you write the topic sentence just simply rephrase the question into the answer and/or take a position if necessary.  

· Then list your reasons briefly.
· *Your Thesis Statement should only be 1 sentence in length and is the last sentence in your Introduction paragraph.


II. Directions for creating Body Paragraphs for an Essay

· The amount of paragraphs in this section depends on how many reasons you will cover.
Example:  If you have 3 reasons you will have 3 body paragraphs…
· Paragraph 2 will discuss your 1st reason listed in Thesis.
· Paragraph 3 will discuss your 2nd reason listed in Thesis
· Paragraph 4 will discuss your 3rd reason listed in Thesis.
*Please be sure to provide plenty of supporting detail and remember that a paragraph should be at least 5-7 sentences in length.  You should be using counterarguments if applicable as well to add depth to your body paragraph.


III. Directions for creating a Conclusion Paragraph
· The first thing you need to do in the conclusion paragraph is to have a good transition to show that you are wrapping up your essay.
For instance, here are a few ways to begin your conclusion…

· In conclusion, …
· Therefore, …
· All in All, …
· Henceforth, …
· To sum it up, …
· *Then you must restate your thesis afterward just as you have it written in the Introduction.
*It should be 1 sentence in length and should be consistent with Thesis in Introduction.  So here is what it will look like…
In conclusion, __________Restated Thesis___________.
**FYI:

Please be sure to end with a Call to Action or a Personal Comment as it is your last attempt to persuade your reader of your position.



