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MS. HOFMANN- GRADE 8
1. You may select a source for your topic of choice from a hardcopy newspaper, a magazine of repute, or an online news source.  You will need to provide a Works Cited page upon completion of this assignment.  You will need a minimum of 3 sources for this assignment.
The key to selecting an article is that it must be a newsworthy issue and one in which you, the reader, must take a definite stance or position (i.e., no “fence-sitting” allowed).

Issues in entertainment or sports are allowed provided they involve larger, newsworthy events (e.g., steroids in professional sports). 
2. Read the sources you select (highlight it if you wish) and annotate.  You will be given a graphic organizer to aid in your preparation of writing your essay.  You will then craft an argumentative essay in which you attempt to persuade your reader that your position on the news issue you’ve chosen is the correct one. 
3. You are responsible for preparing an essay that has a minimum of five-paragraphs, complete with all that is required, including a thesis, all transition sentences, supportive evidence for each of your body paragraphs, and a conclusion paragraph with restatements of the thesis statement and call to action/or personal comment. 

4. All essays must be typed on a computer, double-spaced, 12 font, and in the style of Times New Roman.  You must provide a Works Cited page as well as implementation of In-Text Citations within the essay to show where you used the sources selected.  You must digitally submit your essay prior to your due date via Turnitin.com.  You will be required to present your essay orally in front of the class for a presentation grade (see number five for an explanation).

5. The class presentation of your current event’s piece will be scheduled and you will need to be ready to present orally upon your due date.  Your essay, however, must be submitted via Turnitin.com beforehand.  You will not be permitted to read from your essay.  You must prepare note cards ahead of time which cover the key points of your essay (i.e. brief summary of your article, your stance on the article, and a detailed description of your three reasons used to support your argument) *FYI:  I would also construct a list of potential questions that your peers may have about your article as there will be a brief amount of time set aside for any questions after you present.  Students do have the option to prepare a presentation using programs such as PowerPoint, Prezi, and/or Keynote.
6. After your class presentation, I will “open the floor” so the class may participate in a discussion of your article.

7. Grading: Standards Based…you will receive two separate grades for this assignment: one, for your argumentative essay, and a second for your oral presentation.  You will not be able to make up your oral presentation part of the assignment if the current event is handed in late.  In addition, I will not accept your essay submission if it is more than 1 week late.
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