Windsor Locks Middle School

Class Objectives/Expectations
Teacher:  Ms. Hofmann

E-mail:  jhofmann@wlps.org
Course:  United States History- Grade 8

Part I.   Course Description 
Students will survey the development of U.S. History as a country from European Colonization through the Constitution and the nation thereafter. This course will highlight the cultural exchanges between the Europeans and Native Americans, the colonization of North America, our Independence from Britain and the formation of our democratic system of government, and the territorial expansion of the United States up to 1865.
Part II.  Relevance 
This U.S. History course will prepare students with the knowledge and skills needed to be successful in taking high school U.S. History, a course that will focus on U.S. History to 1865 and from 1865 to present day.  Additionally, the same knowledge and skills will have value in other disciplines. High School U.S. History is a core academic course for graduation; therefore, it is critical to prepare students for a readiness when entering the next grade level. This course will provide students the knowledge and skills valuable to being successful in high school and assist in providing enduring skills for life beyond school.

Part III.  Lifelong Learning Standards 
· Knowledgeable person 

· Complex thinker 

· Effective communicator 

· Self-directed learner 

· Quality producer 

· Contributing citizen

Part IV. Materials needed for class:

· 3-Ring Binder with filler paper/writing utensils- pen or pencil
· 5 Section Dividers for notebook (label 5 sections):  
1) Class warm-ups, 2) Class notes, 3) Homework, 4) Quizzes and Exams, & 5) Special Projects
Part V.  Student Responsibilities & Classroom Expectations:

Best Effort 
· In this class the expectation is that everyone is putting forth their best effort. 

· Arriving to class in a timely manner.  If you are tardy to class more than three times, you will be issued an afterschool detention 

· Arriving prepared for class and being an active listener.

·  Doing the assignments required in the class and doing one's own work.

Respect

· In this class the expectation is of mutual respect. The instructor will show respect for students. The students will show respect for the instructor. Students will show respect for one another.
· Examples of ways to show respect for others include:
· Listening when others talk.  Listening also means that you are not talking or engaging in side conversations with your neighbors.
· You may not always agree with the opinions others express in class, but as a professional you will need to learn to listen to others whose opinions differ from yours.
· Entering and exiting the classroom quietly.
Part VI.  Grading Policy:
· Standards Based Grading
· Homework:
A.  Homework is part of Habits of Scholarship expected of all students.  The purpose of homework is to:

1)  Reinforce or complement what has been taught in class.

2) Introduce new topics.

3) Review or study for quizzes and exams.

4) Helps students develop self-discipline, responsibility and organizational skills.
B.
All assignments are to be completed by the due-date assigned.


C.  Homework assignments will be graded on a 4-point scale as follows:  
      
Exceeding Expectations (4), Meeting Expectations (3), Meets Expectations Inconsistently (2), Not Meeting Expectations (1)
4: Assignments are fully completed and turned in on time. Homework is neat, complete sentences, and detailed elaboration.
 3:  Assignments are fully completed and turned in on time. Homework meets expectations for neatness and accuracy.
2: Assignments are completed but are turned in late. May/may not meet expectations for neatness and accuracy.

1: Assignments are not completed, incomplete, late, and may/may not meet expectations for neatness and accuracy.

D. Missed homework assignments will be treated with the following consequences:

a. First offense:  full credit will be given if the assignment is completed and handed in by the end of the due date, or the next day’s class.
b. Second offense: student will be required to remain after school that day or the next to complete the assignment.  A 3 will be given for the assignment.
c. After two late or missing assignments the parent/guardian will be notified. It will also be posted on Power School. Student will receive an NE.

Part VII.  Extra Help/Parent Contact:

All students will have the opportunity for extra help!  Students can see me to set up available times to come for extra help.  The parent/guardian will be notified if a student is not performing to his/her potential.

· I hereby acknowledge and understand the objectives and expectations stated in this prospectus.
______________________________________

______________

Student Signature





Date

